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Richard the third, though he came in by blood, yet the 
ftort time of his triennial reign he was without any, and 
proved one of my beft lawgivers. Howel's England's Tears. 
2. Happening every third year. 

Tri er. n.J. [from fry.] 

1. One who tries experimentally. 

I he ingenious t'iets of the German experiment found, 
that their glals veflcl was lighter when the air had been drawn 
out than before by an ounce and very near a third. Boyle. 

2. One who examines judicially. 

Courts ot juftice are bound to take notice of afts of par¬ 
liament, and whether they are truly pleaded or not; and 
therefore they are the triers of them. Hale. 

There fhould be certain triers or examiners appointed by 
the flute to infpeft the genius of every particular boy. Sped. 

3. Teft ; one who brings to the teft. 

You were ufed 

To fay, extremity was the trier of fpirits ; 

T hat common chances common men could bear. Sbakefp. 
To I ri'fallow, v. a. [/rex, Latin, and jrealja, Saxon, a 
harrow.] 1 o plow land the third time before fowing. Bailey. 

The beginning of Auguft is the time of tr if allowing, or 
laft plowing, be!ore they fow their wheat. Mortimer. 

Tri'fid. adj. [among botanifts.J Cut or divided into three 
parts. Bailey. 

1 rifi stulary. adj. [ires and fjlula, Latin.] Having three 
pipes. 

Many of chat fpecies whofe trififlulary bill or crany w r e 
have beheld. Brown’s Vulgar Errours. 

I o I Rl'FLF. t>, n. [ tryfelen , Dutch.] 

1. 1 o aft or talk without weight or dignity; to aft with levity; 
to talk with folly. 

When they law that we ought to abrogate fuch popifh ce¬ 
remonies as are unprofitable, or elfe might have other more 
profitable in their Head, they trife and they beat the air about 
nothing which touchcth us, unlefs they mean that we ought 
to abrogate all popifh ceremonies. Hooker. 

2. To mock ; to play the fool. 

Do not believe, 

That, from the fenfc of all civility, 

I thus would play and trifle with your reverence. Sbakefp. 

3. To indulge light amulcment. 

4. To be of no importance. 

’Tis hard for every trifling debt of two {hillings to be 
driven to law. Spenfer. 

To Tri'fle. v. a. To make of no importance. Not in 
ufe. 

Threefcore and ten I can remember well. 

Within the volume of which time I’ve feen 
Hours dreadful and things ftrange ; but this fore night 
Hath trifled former knowings. Sbakefp. Macbeth. 

Tri'fle. n.J. [from the noun.] A thing of no moment. 

The inftruments of darknefs tell us truths; 

Win us with honeft trifles , to betray us 
In deepeft confequence. Sbakefp. Macbeth. 

Old Chaucer doth of Topas tell. 

With fuch poor trifles playing : 

Others the like have labour’d at, 

And many of they know not what. 

But that they mull be faying. Drayton’s Nympbid. 

The infinitely greateft confefled good is neglefted, to fa- 
tisfy the fucccffive uneafinefs of our defircs purfuing trifles. 

Locke. 

Tri'fler. n.f. [trifelaar , Dutch.] One who afts with levity; 
one that talks with folly. 

A man cannot tell whether Apelles or Albert Durer 
were the more triflers , whereof the one would make a per- 
fonage by geometrical proportions, the other by taking the 
beft parts out of divers faces to make one excellent. Bacon. 
Shall I, who can enchant the boift’rous deep. 

Bid Boreas halt, make hills and forefts move. 

Shall I be baffled by this trfler , love. Granville. 

As much as fyflcmatical learning is decried by loinc vain 
triflers of the age, it is the happiclt way to furnifti the mind 
with knowledge. Watts. 

Tri'fling. adj. [from trifle.'] Wanting worth ; unimportant; 
wanting weight. 

To a foul fupported with an aflurance of the divine fa¬ 
vour, the honours or affliftions of this life will be equally 
trifling and contemptible. Rogers’s Sermons. 
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With borrow’d light her countenance trf om 
Hence fills, and empties, to enlighten th’ cirtL 

n.J. [derived by 'Junius /% 

trscare, Lat.] * 5 ‘ r om 

1. A catch to hold the wheel on deep ground 

2. The catch that being pulled loofes the cock of the 

1 he pulling the trigger of the gun with which tl.L j 
is committed, has no natural conncftion with • 1 , r 
make up the complex one, murder. ldca ? that 

Tringi'ntals. n.f [from triginta, Latin, thirty 7 

J rentals or trmgintals were a number of mafTesto th,., 1 
of thirty, inftituted by Saint Gregory ' 

Tri'clvph. n.f. [ In architefture. ] A member of th/?' 
of the Dorick order fet direftly over every pillar, am! \ n £ 
tain fpaces in the intcrcolumnations. u 

The Dorick order has now and then a fober paWufhT™' 
of lion’, head, in ,he cor.nce, and of 
always in the frize. 

Tri'gon. n.f. [trigone, Fr.] A triangle. A term in 

The ordinary height of a man ninety-fix digits the 
int Egyptians eftimated to be equal to that mvftical « 
among them ftiled paffus Ibidis, or the irtgm that the ih • 
makes at every ftep, confiding c f three latera, each thirty' 
two digits. JHale’s. Origin of Meentni, 

Trigonal .adj. [from trigon.] Triangular; having three 
corners. 

A fpar of a yellow hue fliot into numerous trigonal ported 
{hoots of various fizes, found growing to one lide of a per- 
pcndicular filfiire of a ftratum of lree-rtone in digging; 

I* ooihvard on P- f/ilc 

TRrGONO'METRY. n.f. [trigonometric, Fr.] M 
Trigonometry is the art of mcafuring triangles, or of cal¬ 
culating the fidcs of any triangle fought, and this Is plain or 
fpherical. _ 

On a difcovcry of Pythagoras all trigonometry, and confe- 
quently all navigation, is founded. Guardian. 

Trigonome'tricai.. adj. [from trigonometry .1 Pertaining to 
trigonometry. 

Trilateral, adj. [ trilateral , French; ires and lotus, Lat.] 
Having three fidcs. 

Trill, n.f. [trillo, Italian.] Quaver; tremuloufnefs of mu- 
fick. 

Long has a race of heroes fill’d the dage. 

That rant by note, and through the gamut rage, 

In fongs and airs exprefs their martial fire 

Combat in trills , and in a fugue expire. Addijon. 

To Trill, v. a. [from the noun.] To utter quavering. 

Through the loft lilence of the lidening night 
The fober-fuited fongdrefs trills her lay. Thmfm. 

To Trill, v. n. 

To trickle ; to fall in drops or /lender dreams. 

Did your letters pierce the queen to any demonftration 
of grief? 

I, fhe took ’em ; read ’em in my prefence; 

And now and then an ample tear trill'd down 
Her delicate cheek. Sbakefp. King Lear. 

To play in tremulous vibrations of found. 

Am I call’d upon the grave debate. 

To judge of trilling notes and tripping feet. Drydcn. 

Trillion, n.f. [A word invented by Locke: trifton, Fr. J 
A million of millions of millions; a million twice multiplied 
by a million. 

Trilu'minar. 1 adj. [triluminaris , Latin.] 

Trilu'minous. ) lights. 

Trim. adj. [jerjiymmeS, Saxon, completed .J 
drefted up. 

Tone paine in cottage doth take. 

When t’other trim bowers do make. 

A trim exploit, a manly enterprize, 

To conjure tears up in a poor maid's eyes 
With your dcrilion. Sbak. Midjitmmer Night's Dream. 
The Dorick order has, in companion of thole that (o\- 
low, a more mafculinc afpeft, and little trimmer than the 
Tufcan that went before, lave a fober garniftiment nowanJ 
then of lions heads in the cornice, and of triglyphs and me¬ 
topes always in the frize. IVctton s Archils-. 

Dod thou not blu/h to live fo like a bead. 

So trim, fo didolute, fo loofely dred. Drydcn s Perfmt- 

To Trim. v. a. [tpumnian, Saxon, to build.'] 

To fit out. 

Malicious cenfurers ever. 

As rav’nous fidies do a veflel follow ... 

That is new trimm’d. Sbakefp. Henry \ 

To drefs ; to decorate. 

Our youth got me to play the woman’s part, 

I was trimd in Julia’s gown. Sharefpc.ve. 

Pennyroyal and orpin they ufe in the country to tT,m f ^ 
houfes, binding it with a lath againd a wall 

Two arts attend architefture, like her principal R ‘ 
women, to drefs and // im her, pifturc and fculpturc. > * ^ 


Having three 
Diet. 

Nice; {mug; 


Tufer's Hulb. 



Samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Langucu 


The viftim ox that was for altars pred, 

Tri rim'd with white ribbons and with garlands dred. 

Sunk of hin^lfi Drydcn's Georg. 

To /have; to clip. . 

Menhibolhcth had neither dreffed his feet, nor trimmed Ins 
heard 2 Sam. xix. 24. 

^Clip and trim thofe tender drings like a beard. Brown. 
The barber may trim religion as lie pleafes. Howel. 

Trim oft' the fmall fuperfluous branches. Mortimer. 

To make neat; to adjud. 

I found her trimming up t[»c diadem 
On her dead midrels. Sbakefp. Ant. and Cleopatra. 

Go, firrah, to my .cell, as you look 
To have my pardon, trim it handfomcly. Sbakefpeare. 

Yet are the men more loofe than they ! 

More kemb’d, and bath'd, and rubh’d, and trimm’d 
More /leek, more foft, and flacker limb’d. Btnj. Jebnfon. 

To Haft the living, gave the dead their due. 

And wreaths, hcrfelf had tainted, trimm’d anew. Tickell. 
When workmen fit a piece into other work, they fay they 
trim in a piece. A dozen's Mech. Exercifes. 

Each mufe in Leo’s golden days 
Starts from her trance, and trims her wither’d bays. Pope. 
To balance a veflel. 

Sir Roger put his coachman to trim the boat. Sped! at or. 

6. It has often up emphatical. 

He gave you all the duties of a man, 

Trimm'd up your praifes with a prince})- tongue, 

Spoke jour delirvings like a chronicle. Sbakefpeare. 

To T im. .. n. To balance; to fluctuate between two par- 
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tics. 


Sbakefpeare 


If fuch by trimming and time-ferving, which are but two 
words for the fame thing, betray the church by naufeating 
her pious orders, this will produce confufion. South’s Serm. 

For men to pretend that their will obeys that law, while 
all befides their will lerves the faftion ; what is this but a 
grofi, fulfome juggling with their duty, and a kind of trim¬ 
ming it between God and the devil. South’s Sennons. 

He who Heard what ev’ry fool cou’d fay, 

Wou'd never fix his thought, but trim his time away. 

Dryden's Hind and Panther. 
Trim. n.f. Drefs; geer; ornaments. 

They come like facrifices in their trim. 

And to the five-cy’d maid of fmoaky war. 

All hot, and bleeding, will we offer them. 

Forget 

Your labourfome and dainty trims , wherein 
You made great Juno angry. Sbakefp. Cymbeline 

The goodly London in her gallant trim. 

The phoenix daughter of the vanquifh’d old. 

Like a rich bride does to the ocean fwim. 

And on her Ihadow rides in floating gold. Drydcn 

Tri'mly. adv. [from trim.] Nicely; neatly. 

Her yellow' golden hair 

Was trimly woven, and in trellcs wrought. Fairy Shtcen 
The mother, if of the houlhold of our lady, will have hei 
_fon cunning and bold, in making him to live* trimly. Aj'cham 
Iri'mmer. n.f [from trim.] One who changes fides to ba¬ 
lance parties; a turncoat. 

The fame bat taken after by a weazel begged for mercy 
no, fays the weazle, no mercy to a moufe : well, fays t’otlu-r 
but you may fee by my wings that I am a bird ; and fo chi 
bat ’feaped in both by playing the trimmer. L’Eflrange’s Fab 
To confound his hated coin. 

All parties and religions join, 

Whigs, tories, trimmers. Swift 

2. A piece of wood inferted. 

Before they pin up the frame of ground-plates, they mul 
fit in the fummer and the girders,, and all the joifts and thi 
trimmers for the ftair-cafe. Moxon's Mech. Exercife 

J rimming, n.f [from trim.] Ornamental appendages to; 
coat or gown. “ 

judgment without vivacity of imagination is too heavy 
and like a drefs without fancy ; and the laft without the firf 
is too gay, and but all trimming. Garth’s Pref. to Ovid 
Trinal. adj. [t-enees, Lat.] Threefold, 
l ike many an angel’s voice. 

Singing before th’ eternal majefty, 

In their trinal triplicity on high. Fa. Du. b i 

That far-beaming blaze of majefty, ^ 

W herewith he wont at heav’n’s high council table 
f o fit the midft of trinal unity, 

T RlF el f J / fidC - p . T . Milton 

RINE. n.J. [trme, Fr. trtnus, Latin.] An afpeft of planet 

r a ', n thrcc a ?s lcs of a trigon, in which they are fuppofet 
) amologers to be eminently benign. 

_ . To th’other five, 

I heir planetary motions, and afpefts, 
n Textile, fquare, and trine, and oppofite, 

Ul noxious efficacy. Milton's Par. Lofl , b. x 


Now frequent trines the happier lights among* 

And high-rais’d Jove from his dark prifon freed, 

ThoTe weights took oft' that on his planet hung. 

Will glorioufly the new-laid works fucceed. Dtyder.. 

From Aries right-ways draw a line, to end 
In the fame round, and let that line fubtend 
An equal triangle ; now fincc the lines 
Muft three times touch the round, and meet three figns. 
Where’er they meet in angles thofe are trines. C<eecb. 

To Trine, v. a. [from the noun.] To put in a trine afpeft. 

This advantage age from youth has won. 

As not to be outridden, though outrun ; 

By fortune he was now to Venus trend. 

And with ftern Mars in Capricorn was join’d. Drydcn. 

TRI'NITY. n.f. [trinitas, Lat. trinite, Fr.] The incomprc- 
henfible union of the three perfons in the Godhead. 

Touching the pifturc of the trinity , I hold it blafphemous 
and utterly unlawful. Peacbam. 

In my whole cflay there is not any thing like an objeftion 
againft the trinity. Locke. 

Tri'nket. n.f. [ This Skinner derives fomewhat harfhly from 
trinquet , Fr. trinchetto , Ital. a topfail. I rather imagine it 
corrupted from tricket, fome petty finer)' or decoration.] 

1. Toys; ornaments of drefs; (uperfluitics of decoration. 

Beauty and ufe can fo well agree together, that of all the 
trinkets wherewith they are attired, there is not one but ferves 
to fome neceflitry purpofe. Sidney, b. ii. 

We’ll fee your trinkets here forthcoming all. Sbakefp. 

They throng who {hould buy firft, as if my trinkets had 
been hallowed. Sbakefp. Winter's Tale. 

Let her but have three wrinkles in her face. 

Soon will you hear the lawcy fteward fay. 

Pack up with all your trinkets and away. Dryden's Juv. 
She was not hung about with toys and trinkets, tweezer- 
cafes, pockct-glaffes. Arbutbnot's Hifl. of ‘John Bull. 

How Johnny wheedl’d, threat’n’d, fawn’d, 

Till Phyllis all her trinkets pawn’d. Swift. 

2. Things of no great value; tackle ; tools. 

What hufbandlie hufbands except they be fooles. 

But handfom have ftorehoufe for trinkets and tooles. Tuff. 
Go with all your fervants and trinkets about you. L’Eflr. 

Trio'bolar. adj. [triobolaris, Latin.] Vile; mean; worth- 
lefs. 

Turn your libel into verfe, and then it may pafs current 
amongft: the balladmongers for a t iobolar ballad. Cbeaul. 

To Trip. v.a. [ treper, Fr. trippen, Dutch.] 

1. To fupplant; to throw by ftriking the feet from the ground 
by a fudden motion. 

He conjunft 

Tripp’d me behind. Sbakefpeare. 

Be you contented. 

To have a foil fet your decrees at naught. 

To trip the courfe of law, and blunt the fword 

That guards the peace and fafety of your per/on. Sbakefp. 

2. To ftrike the feet from under the body. 

1 tript up thy heels and beat thee. Sbakefpeare. 

The words of Hobbes’s defence trip up the heels of his 
caufe; I had once refolved. To refolve preluppoierh deli¬ 
beration, but what deliberation can there be of that which 
is inevitably determined by caufes without ourlelvcs. Bramhall. 

3. To catch ; to deteft. 

Thefe women 

Can trip me, if I err; who, with wet cheeks. 

Were prefent when flie hnifli’d. Sbakefp. Cymbeline. 

To Trip. v. n. 

1. To fall by lofing the hold of the feet. 

Virgil is fo exaft in every word, that none can be changed 
but for a worfe: he pretends fometimes to trip, but it is to 
make you think him in danger when moll fccure. Drydcn. 

2. I o fail; to err; to be deficient. 




making all forts of men God’s enemies. Hooker, b. v. 

Many having ufed their utmofl diligence to fccure a reten¬ 
tion of the things committed to the memory, cannot' cer¬ 
tainly know where it will trip and fail them. * South. 

Will Alines in mixed company, making his real ignorance 
appear a feeming one : our club has caught him tripping, at 
which times they never fpare him. Addijon s' Spec!. N . i 0 r. 

Several writers of uncommon erudition would expofe my 
ignorance, if they caught me tripping in a matter of fo great 
moment. Addijon’s Sp r { 1 , N°. 2*$. 

. I o (tumble; to titubate. 

1 may have the idea of a man’s drinking till his ton-me 
trips, yet not know that it is called drunkennefs. 

. To run lightly. 

In filence fad. 

Trip we after the night’s fhade. Sbakefpeare. 

The old faying is, the third pays for all; the triplex, fir, 
is a good tripping meafure. Sbakefp. Twelfth Night. 





















































































































































































